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Technical and Formal Approaches in Creating a Sculptural Work
Inspired by the Greek Heritage of Shahat (Cyrene): An Applied Study

Abstract:

This study investigates the technical and formal approaches in executing a
practice-based, contemporary sculptural work inspired by the Greek heritage
of Shahat (Cyrene, Libya), a UNESCO World Heritage site. The research
addresses the problem of translating the aesthetic and structural qualities of
Cyrenaean Greek sculpture into a practice-based contemporary experience
without resorting to literal copying or direct replication. Methodologically, the
study combines a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the artistic traits
of Cyrenaean sculpture with a Practice-Based Research framework for the
applied stage. A large-scale sculptural work was created using an integrated
multi-material system, including an internal iron armature, expandable
polystyrene (foam) core, wire mesh anchoring layer, gypsum modeling, and
cement-treated natural fabric for the drapery, with each phase
photographically documented and analyzed. The findings demonstrate that
classical principles—such as structural balance, anatomical proportions, and
rhythmic drapery—can be effectively reinterpreted into an independent
contemporary form. Furthermore, the multi-material approach provided
innovative structural and expressive solutions, while the intentional omission
of the head transformed archaeological fragmentation into a deliberate formal
strategy that directs focus toward mass relationships, torso anatomy, and linear
rhythms. Ultimately, this study provides an applied model reinforcing the role
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of Libyan archaeological heritage as a dynamic catalyst for contemporary
sculpture and art education.

Keywords: Greek Sculpture, Shahat (Cyrene), Libyan Archaeological
Heritage, Contemporary Sculpture, Formal Approaches, Technical
Approaches, Practice-Based Research, Art Education.
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