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Irregular Migration and Its Relationship to Behavioral
Geography: An Analytical Study of Spatial Decision-
Making

Abstract

This study analyzes irregular migration from the perspective of
behavioral geography by examining spatial decision-making
through mental perception, push—pull dynamics, and bounded
rationality. Using a descriptive-analytical method based on an
extensive review of classical and contemporary migration
literature, the study argues that irregular migration is not merely
an economic reaction to income disparities. Rather, it represents a
complex behavioral spatial decision shaped by the interaction
between

structural factors and individual cognitive constructions of place.
Migrants form mental maps of both origin and destination areas,
often idealizing the latter through selective information and social
networks. These cognitive representations significantly influence
risk perception and decision-making. The study proposes an
integrated interpretive framework combining structural and
behavioral dimensions to enhance the understanding of irregular
migration dynamics and inform policy interventions.

Keywords: Irregular migration, Behavioral geography, Spatial
decision-making, Mental maps, Bounded rationality.
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