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Abstract :

This study examined the relationship between fashion and the construction of
social identity among Libyan youth in the context of contemporary cultural
transformations, drawing on Symbolic Interaction Theory. It was motivated
by the limited number of sociological studies that have directly explored this
relationship within the Libyan context. The study aimed to analyze the
relationship between fashion and social identity, examine the role of fashion
in expressing identity, explore the symbolic meanings and social functions of
clothing styles, investigate the influence of social media and cultural
transformations on shaping youth clothing culture, and interpret this
relationship through the perspective of Symbolic Interaction Theory.

The study adopted a qualitative literature-based approach through a systematic
review and analysis of relevant literature and previous studies using
qualitative content analysis. The findings were interpreted within the
framework of Symbolic Interaction Theory.

The findings revealed that fashion has evolved beyond a mere form of outward
appearance to become a social and cultural phenomenon carrying symbolic
meanings that contribute to the expression of social identity while reflecting
belonging and social status. The study also found that the relationship between
fashion and social identity is continuously constructed through social
interaction and the cultural meanings individuals attribute to clothing.
Furthermore, contemporary cultural transformations and social media have
reshaped the clothing culture of Libyan youth by creating a dynamic
interaction between global fashion trends and local cultural identity. The
findings further indicated that fashion performs multiple social functions,
including self-expression, strengthening a sense of belonging, promoting
social acceptance, and communicating social status. Finally, the study
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concluded that Symbolic Interaction Theory provides a suitable sociological
framework for interpreting the symbolic meanings associated with fashion and
explaining its role in the construction of social identity.

Keywords: Fashion; Social Identity; Libyan Youth; Cultural
Transformations; Symbolic Interaction Theory; Social Media.
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