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Abstract:

This study aimed to highlight the importance of local participation as a
key mechanism for achieving sustainable development in rural areas,
focusing on the Majabra region as a Libyan case study rich in natural
and human resources but hindered by weak local development
mechanisms and limited citizen involvement in decision-making. The
study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, analyzing the
developmental, social, and economic realities, and assessing the role of
the local community in resource management and participation in
planning and implementing development projects. Qualitative tools
such as interviews and observations were used, avoiding quantitative
statistical analysis to suit the nature of the studied community.

Findings reveal that local participation is often symbolic and limited,
with poor awareness and training on sustainable development concepts,
and a lack of participatory planning mechanisms. The study also
identifies untapped human and environmental potential that could form
a strong foundation for future sustainable development, provided there
is political will and institutional support. The research concludes with
several recommendations, including activating the role of local
councils, integrating youth and women in development processes,
improving rural infrastructure, and fostering partnerships between
government entities, civil society, and universities.

Keywords: Local participation, Sustainable development, Rural areas,
Participatory planning, Libya.
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