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Abstract

This study aims to examine spatial oppositional binaries in the novel
Sand Box through a narrative semiotic approach, in order to reveal the
role of space in producing meaning within the narrative discourse. The
research is based on the assumption that space in the novel is not merely
a geographical setting for events, but rather constitutes a semantic
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system that reflects psychological, symbolic, and ideological
dimensions. The study addresses a set of fundamental spatial binaries
such as: open/closed, inside/outside, and movement/stillness, analyzing
their narrative functions and their role in shaping the characters’
trajectories and constructing the fictional world. It also demonstrates
that these binaries represent structural mechanisms that contribute to
organizing the narrative and generating meaning. The study concludes
that space in Sand Box plays an active role in building narrative poetics,
as a meaning-producing element rather than a neutral background for
events.

Keywords: oppositional binaries; narrative semiotics; open and closed
space; inside/outside dichotomy.
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