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Abstract

Civil liability may, in certain circumstances, arise from a form of harm
referred to as rebound damage. This type of harm affects an individual
in their financial interests or in their person as a consequence of a
wrongful act committed against another individual with whom they
share a particular relationship. Such rebound damage may be either
material or non-material in nature.

For the secondary victim to be entitled to compensation for this harm,
and following the establishment of a causal nexus between the wrongful
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act and the rebound damage, specific conditions must be satisfied. The
harm must be actual rather than merely contingent, direct in its
occurrence, and connected to a legitimate interest. In these
circumstances, the secondary victim becomes entitled to compensation
for the harm personally sustained, rather than for harm that has merely
reflected upon them from the primary victim.

Keywords: Civil liability; causal nexus; compensation for damage;
primary victim; secondary (rebound) victim.
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