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Abstract:

The family is widely recognized as the fundamental unit of society, and
its role is essential to the development and progress of communities. It
constitutes the cornerstone of security and stability; when the family is
stable and cohesive, society as a whole is more likely to prosper.
However, armed conflicts generate adverse security and social
consequences that directly affect this fundamental unit, both in the short
and long term. The absence of effective national legislation regulating
and supervising military operations, as well as ensuring the protection
of civilians, weakens the state’s capacity to fulfill its responsibilities.
This situation was particularly evident in Libya, where such
circumstances had a direct and profound impact on the Libyan family.

Accordingly, this research paper examines the international legal
Instruments related to the protection of the family in situations of armed
conflict, with particular emphasis on the Geneva Conventions of 1949
and their Additional Protocols of 1977. It further analyzes the
mechanisms designed to enhance the protection of women and children,
as well as the procedures for family reunification and the repatriation
of the wounded and deceased whenever feasible. Moreover, the study
contextualizes these legal norms within the Libyan experience,
highlighting the clear discrepancy between the existence of legal
protection and its practical implementation. This gap is largely
attributable to the multiplicity of parties involved in the conflict, the
fragility of state institutions, and the absence of effective international
enforcement mechanisms, all of which have led to serious violations
that have directly affected the family structure.

Keywords: armed conflicts, women, children, family, international
conventions.
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