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The paranormal and myth in One Thousand and One Nights: A Study
of the Employment of Fantasy Elements

Abstract

Objectives: This study analyzes the use of supernatural elements (jinn,
magic, mythical creatures, dreams) in "One Thousand and One Nights,"
examining their role in constructing rich narrative worlds and providing
symbols that reflect moral and philosophical insights into human nature and
medieval Islamic society.

Methodology: The research employed a descriptive analytical approach
through critical reading of selected texts. Supernatural elements were
classified and their narrative/symbolic functions analyzed using discourse
analysis tools, contextualized within socio-cultural frameworks.

Results: The study revealed that supernatural elements: Drive plot dynamics
by creating conflicts and resolutions (e.g., jinn interventions, breaking spells).
Mirror human fears (death, the unknown) and desires (immortality, power).
Embody ethical conflicts (good vs. evil in Solomon's magic vs. Pharaoh's
sorcerers). Form a symbolic system conveying societal values (justice, faith)
and exploring philosophical issues (fate, free will).

Conclusions: Findings confirm that supernatural elements in "One Thousand
and One Nights" transcend entertainment to serve as profound narrative tools
expressing human concerns and reinforcing religious/social values. The study
recommends examining these elements as epistemological symbols in
classical Arabic literature.

Keywords: Arabian Nights, Supernatural phenomena, Arabic narrative,
Literary symbolism, Analytical methodology, Metaphysics, Islamic heritage.
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